
 

 

Summer School - Political and Cultural Resilience - Concepts and Practice - Programme 

venue: Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation in Poland (UCU Centre), 50-146 Wrocław, Łaciarska 34/2 
 

19 July // arrival day 

20 July 2026 - History 

09:30 – 10:00 Welcome and Introduction to the Summer School  

10:00 – 10:45 

Natalia Kovalchuk (UCU): Stories of Resilience: The Shistdesiatnyky of Soviet 
Ukraine and the Global Echoes of 1960s Protest Culture 
lecture will cover: 

• the concept of the "Global Sixties," with a brief overview of the cultural and political 
movements that emerged in different parts of the world; 
• the social and demographic profile of the Shistdesiatnyky ("Sixtiers") generation; 
• the ideas and activities of the movement, with particular attention to literature, art, and 
political activism; 
• the repression measures against them. 

lecture 

preparatory mandatory reading:  
Ivan Dziuba, Internationalism or 
Russification? (excerpt) in Ralph 
Lindheim, George S.N. Luckyj, eds. Towards 
Intellectual History of Ukraine: An Anthology of 
Ukrainian Thought from 1710 to 1995. 
University of Toronto Press, 1996. p. 330-340. 

10:45 – 11:15 coffee break  

11:15 – 12:00 

Natalia Kovalchuk (UCU): Stories of Resilience II 
discussion will focus on: 

• Who is Dziuba addressing, and why? 
• How would you define the genre of the text? 
• Do you find Dziuba's argument persuasive? Why or why not? 
• Dziuba refers to a number of intellectuals and cultural figures. Are you familiar with their 
life and work? 
• Why does culture become political under authoritarianism? 
• What does "resilience" mean when the state controls virtually every sphere? 
• To what extent can the Ukrainian Shistdesiatnyky be understood as part of the "Global 
Sixties"? 

seminar discussion of a text by Ivan 
Dziuba 



 

 

12:00 – 13:00 lunch break  

13:00 – 15:00 
off-site event: guided tour through Wrocław – The Dwarfs/alternative forms of 
opposition  

city centre, Market Square - at the Old 
Town Hall (Rynek Ratusz) 

15:00 – 15:30 coffee break  

15:30 – 17:00 
Joachim von Puttkamer (U Jena): Forms of Opposition and Resistance During 
(Late) Socialism: The Pomarańczowa Alternatywa (Orange Alternative) in 
Wrocław 

seminar / group discussion 
preparatory mandatory reading: 
Kenney, Padraic: A Carnival of Revolution. 
Central Europe 1989, Princeton, Oxford: 
Princeton University Press 2002, pp. 157-164 
and 187-191. 

17:00 – 17:45 interdisciplinary discussion & wrap up of day 1  

18:30 dinner  

 

21 July – Literary Studies 

09:30 – 10:30 
Iryna Odrekhivska (IFNUL): Against Erasure: What Can We Learn from the 
Cultural Resilience of Ukrainian Displaced Writers in Postwar Germany and 
Austria (1945–1949)? 

lecture 

10:30 – 11:00 coffee break  

11:00 – 12:15 
Iryna Odrekhivska (IFNUL): Against Erasure 

workshop title: Reading Resilience: Ukrainian DP Writers and the Literature of 
Displacement 

workshop & discussion of results 

12:15 – 13:15 lunch break  



 

 

13:15 – 14:15 

Rostyslav Semkiv (NaUKMA): Contemporary Ukrainian Literature in the Time of 
War 
Survive and Overcome: how literature supports Ukrainian resilience 

General acquaintance with the main Ukrainian contemporary authors and texts of: 

• combatants’ diaries and memoirs; 

• combatants’ poetry; 

• contemporary military prose; 

• contemporary genre prose (war fantasy, steampunk, dystopia) 

lecture 

14:15 – 14:30 coffee break  

14:30 – 15:45 

Rostyslav Semkiv (NaUKMA): Contemporary Ukrainian Literature  
Words of Glory and Tragedy: Contemporary Ukrainian Poetry, Songwriting, and Their 
Emotional Impact 

The unit focuses on the analysis of contemporary Ukrainian war poetry and songs. 
Participants would engage with and discuss two poems and two music videos, examining 
the ways literature and music shape emotional responses to war and national resilience. 

workshop & discussion of results 

15:45 – 16:15 interdisciplinary discussion & wrap up of day 2  

 

afternoon & evening off to explore the city 

 

22 July – Cultural Studies/Memory Studies 

09:00 – 12:30 
off-site event: visit to the Ossolineum & the Pan Tadeusz 
Museum plus discussion 

37 Szewska St, Wrocław 

12:45 – 13:45 Lunch break  



 

 

13:45 – 14:15 

Khrystyna Rutar (UCU): Crafting a New Language of Cultural 
Memory and Trauma in Wartime Ukraine 
Part 1: The Intellectual Launchpad (Reading Session) 

Focus: Unpacking Margalit’s "Past Continuous". We will debate the 
ethical duty to remember, the mechanics of shared memory, and how 
"thick" relations shape communities of trust 

  

facilitated group discussion 

preparatory mandatory reading and homework: 
Avishai Margalit, The Ethics of Memory, Chapter 2: "Past 
Continuous”, Harvard University Press, 2004. 

Practical Task ("Bring Your Own Case"): Students are asked to 
select a memorial, monument, or commemoration site from their 
own hometown/country that deals with traumatic memory. They 
need to bring a photo of it (on their phones) and be ready to analyze 
it using these 5 guiding questions 

1) What is being remembered and why? (Briefly explain the 
person or event). 

2) Was there public controversy, dissent, or strong support 
surrounding its creation? Has public perception changed 
over time? 

3) Where is the memorial located? Is the spatial placement 
appropriate and effective? 

4) Is the design artistically and emotionally successful? Does 
it evoke the intended response? 

5) Whose voice is missing? Which group of people or 
alternative perspective is not represented in this memorial? 

14:15 – 14:45 

K. Rutar (UCU): Cultural Memory  
Part 2: The Memorial Lab (Peer Analysis & Peer Feedback) 

focus: Students share the photos and case studies they prepared for 
homework. 
activity: students cross-examine each other's local memorials based 
on the 5 guiding questions, looking for common patterns and cultural 
differences in processing trauma. We will conclude this block with a 
joint feedback session where pairs share their main discoveries with 
the whole room 

format: interactive pair work  

 

14:45 – 15:15 coffee break  



 

 

15:15 – 16:30 

K. Rutar (UCU): Cultural Memory 
Part 3 The Theoretical Bridge & Ukrainian RealitiesFormat: Interactive 
input/lecture & open floor discussion. 

focus: Mapping Margalit's concepts onto contemporary Ukraine. We 
will analyze how the ongoing war transforms the commemorative 
landscape in real-time — moving from passive victimhood to a new 
language of resilience, active agency, and solidarity in public spaces 

 

16:30 – 17:00  interdisciplinary discussion & wrap up of day 3 - plenary discussion: cultural resilience as a meaningful concept 

late afternoon/ evening off to explore the city 

 

23 July - Economics / Political Science 

09:30 – 10.30 

Raphael Kroes (U Jena): Evidence-Based Political Decision-
Making – an Introduction 
 
Evidence-based policy — that sounds tempting! In this session, we will 
work in groups to examine Goodhart's law, reverse causality, information 
cost and the McNamara fallacy, in order to understand why it is not that 
easy to implement in practice. 

text work / group work 
workto be read at the beginning of the class:Rogers, K. 
(2026) Coffee may lower risk for liver disease, cancer | 
CNN (text is in mandatory reading folder) 
 

10:30 – 10:45 short break  

10:45 – 12:15 

Leonid Dolinskyi (NaUKMA): The Financial Stability of Ukraine 
During the Full-Scale War 
The goal of this lecture is to show how Ukraine’s financial system stays 
strong and keeps working during the war. We will discuss: 
Preparation: How earlier reforms in the banking sector helped it survive 
the crisis. 
Quick Actions: What steps the National Bank took to keep money and 
prices stable when the war started. 
Protecting Savings: The role of the Deposit Guarantee Fund and 100% 
State guarantees, which helped keep people's money in the banks and 
prevented panic. 
Daily Operations: How banks continue to serve people despite power cuts 
and other physical challenges. 

lecture & discussion 



 

 

Global Help: The role of international support in keeping the economy 
running. 
Key Lessons: What other countries can learn from Ukraine’s experience in 
managing financial risks. 

12:15 – 13:15 lunch break  

13:15 – 15:00 

Oksana Krayevska (IFNUL): EU–Ukraine Integration in Times of 
War: Building Resilience and Transformation 
Focus: 
• history of EU–Ukraine relations, EU support for Ukraine during the 

war, sectoral cooperation between the EU and Ukraine, and/or future 
scenarios for Ukraine’s accession to the EU 

interactive lecture with QA 
preparatory mandatory reading: 
1. Kočí K., Gladysh M., Krayevska O. Do the EU and Ukraine speak 
the same language? The various notions of resilience before the 
military intervention // Journal of Contemporary European Studies, 
Routledge, 2023. - P. 1-20.  
2. Foreign policy and security. Opinions of Ukrainian Society–2025, 
15 December 2025, Центр "Нова Європа", 
https://neweurope.org.ua/en/analytics/zovnishnya-polityka-i-
bezpeka-nastroyi-ukrayinskogo-suspilstva-2025/   
3. Ukraine Facility https://www.ukrainefacility.me.gov.ua/en/home/  

15:00 – 15:30 coffee break  
15:30 – 16:15 interdisciplinary discussion & wrap up of day 4  

 

afternoon & evening off to explore the city 

 

24 July – Environmental History / Digital Humanities 

09:30 – 11:00 
Immo Rebitschek (U Göttingen): Environmental 
Disasters in Dictatorships: Resilience, Risk and Unrest 
under Soviet Rule   

text work & discussion 
preparation mandatory reading: 
Uwe Lübken / Christof Mauch, Uncertain Environments: Natural Hazards, 
Risk and Insurance in Historical Perspective, in: Environment and History 17 
(2011), H. 1, pp. 1–12. 
Katja Doose, The Armenian Earthquake of 1988, in: Europe-Asia Studies 70 
(2018), H. 6, pp. 924–941. 
optional reading 
Office of the UN Disaster Relief Coordinator (UNDRO): Report on 
International Relief Assistance. For the Earthquake of 7 December 1988 in 
the Soviet Socialist Republic of Armenia, Geneva 1988. 

11:00 – 11:15 coffee break  

https://neweurope.org.ua/en/analytics/zovnishnya-polityka-i-bezpeka-nastroyi-ukrayinskogo-suspilstva-2025/
https://neweurope.org.ua/en/analytics/zovnishnya-polityka-i-bezpeka-nastroyi-ukrayinskogo-suspilstva-2025/
https://www.ukrainefacility.me.gov.ua/en/home/


 

 

11:15 – 12:15 
Immo Rebitschek (U Göttingen): Lessons and Limits 
of Environmental Resilience: The Kakhovka Dam 
Destruction 

text work & discussion 
preparation mandatory reading: 
O. Shumilova et al, Environmental effects of the Kakhovka Dam destruction 
by warfare in Ukraine, in: Science (2025), pp. 1181–1186. 
Daniel Armanios et al, What Ukraine Can Teach the World About Resilience 
and Civil Engineering, in: Issues in Science and Technology 40 (2023), H. 1, 
pp. 98–103. 

12:15 – 13:15 lunch break  

13:15 – 14:45 

Orysia Vira (UCU): From Preservation to Resilience: 
Digital Heritage in Contemporary Europe 
The session explores how digital heritage initiatives 
contribute to cultural resilience in contemporary Europe. It 
examines how digitisation, digital archives, online 
exhibitions, interactive maps, and heritage databases help 
preserve cultural memory, strengthen community 
engagement, and support access to heritage in times of 
crisis and transformation. 

interactive lecture and discussion (with practical case studies) 
Workshop component: participants analyse selected European digital 
heritage projects and discuss how digital tools can support cultural 
resilience, memory preservation, and public engagement 

14:45 – 15:00 short break  
15:00 – 16:00 final discussion (potential for interdisciplinary work/ student feedback) & concluding remarks summer school 

 

 

 

25 July departure day 
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